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Sagehen Creek Field Station 


O 
ne 4/6 


Betty and | arrived at our cabin about 2 PM. Vernon 


helped me carry in the gear and groceries. 

Sagehen Creek is very high. Meadows are extra green | 
and lush after a wet spring. About 4 PM it began to | 
rain and hail with some pretty snappy lightning ry) 


bolts. |! sat out in the kitchen area cheering the. 


storm with my dog Sake standing behind me under the 
kitchen counter looking dubious. 


The storm passed and we cooked a nice dinner. 


June 28, 1978 


Ha ear - ha loudy, and pretty cool. We 
did a lot of chores around the cabin, including 


splitting wood, arranging the kitchen, and gathering 


pine needles for the dog box. | started Sake on a 
equla etrieving routine times a day about 


10 to 15 min, each. He still does not know how to 
mark a fall. | hope to overcome this by giving him 


hots of practice. 


| went fishing after supper near the cabin and 
did not raise a single fish. Water too high and cold. 


Vernon, Nancy and Seth came to visit. 
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| put out the hummingbird feeders the evening we 


arrived and had the first customer next morning at 


> 30 AM. By now, two da ate Need eWiesei Felelekancine 
noisy clientele of at least 15 or 20 female calliopes 


and an occasional female rufous. They squabble 


constantly over whose aT i OG Lokep guess 1] 


they all get their share. 


Birds by our cabin and meadow are about as usual -- 


robin, song sparrow, flicker, junco, Audubon warbler, 


and calliope hummer are abundan ee an occasiona 
yellow warbler, western tanager, chipping sparrow, 


Williamson sapsucker, white-br. nuthatch, Empidonax 


Flycatcher, and western wood peewee. Normally we Bave 


a territorial pair of peewees but this year they are 


not at home in our meadow. 


several chipmunks and golden-mantled ground squirrels | 
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trees by the stream. 


June 30, 1978 


| split Ome WOOd perTrore qo. ina O KEE O 
shopping, and as | rested momentarily | spotted a doe 
and a little wobbly=kneed fawn down by the creek. A 


low whistle gave Betty the signal so she was watching 


from the house. The doe worked along the streambank, | 


little guy struggling through the tall grass behind 


her, to the pool where we have ane box for wate 
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ouzel. There she walked right into the deepest part 


and after taking a drink she went straight across to _ 
ee other bank. Betty and | both felt like shouting 
Not Not It's shallower downstream,'' but of course | 


we held our advice. The little fawn went in deeper 


and deeper until his tummy hit the cold water and then 


he plunged forward, slipping and stumbling till he 
made the bank. He shook like a puppy dog and looked ) 


none the worse as he followed mom into the forest. 


After lunch and a nap we drove upstream to the aspen 
grove to get a new fork for the fireplace. Beavers 
have settled into the aspens just above the box 


canyon and they are knocking down trees like mad. | 


took my fork from the top of a beaver-f@lled tree. 
‘Millions of mosquitos there. 
Joly 1] 981978 


| awoke an emeritus professor: Betty commented it 


was the first time she had slept with an emeritus 


‘professor, which | suppose may be true. 


fishing. From 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM | worked the water 
in front of our cabin (about 1/4 mile) and took seven 


fish -- 5 rainbows and 2 brookies, all 7 to 9 inchess 


down the riffles again 


eae again you could tease a fish into taking it. 


No action in the flat pools. 
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As | was changing flies about opposite the cabin 
| heard a ruckus in a tall cluster of lodgepole pines 


where | knew the flickers had a nest. A chickaree was 


trying to approach the nest and the parent flickers 
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guess they won, for later in the evening | saw the 


i - 


male feeding younasters in the nest hole. 


A male calliope hummingbird showed up at the feeders, 
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since we have no male in the skin collection. We have ~ 
one now. 


sulyr2Zer i978 
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this morning. | feel quite sure that the squirrel 


has aspirations about those baby flickers, but he 
can't cope with the parents. 


Mid-morning two young rufous hummingbirds showed 


up and took command of the two feeders, one on each. 


Between them they kept a dozen or more females from 
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them too, so | got out the trusty slingshot and nailed 


him. He makes a nice skin, about half molted from 


| juvenile (female type) plumage to full male. 


1 cooked a biq stew for supper. 
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July 3, 1978 


Went to town to get camera films anda few 


miscellaneous gqrocerie ——. 
One of Bob Hoffmann's grad students from Univ. 
Kansas, name Howard Leviston, showed up to start a 


compara ive C O hickaree and we ern are a | 


squirrels. He will be live trapping around here for 


10 days or so. 


ane 


Had lunch at Marshall and Jenny Whites, along with 


Jim Yoakum om BLM Reno and a young couple om_hi 
outfit. Don S$? He is studying deer nea 

After lunch Marty Raphael, Steve Osaki, and | 
eeinned birds, selecting specimens from the sack of 


frozen bodies accumulated in the lab. Among others | 


put up a winter wren collected by Vern in January. 
lt was fat! 


Barbecued a chicken, using some of the last sticks 


of mtn. mahogany brought to me as a gift so man ears 
ago by Jim Nee. 
July 4, 1978 

Split the usual jag of wood; then set up my camera 
jand took pictures of hummingbirds and chipmunks. Went 
down to main camp, rewrapped yesterday's birds, and 


photographed young golden-mantled ground squirrels 


and young marmots in the station yard. e kid eed 


them and they qe = ame 
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On two occasions | have jumped Zapus on a rotten 


log in the meadow. Each mouse ran the length of the 


log, then popped into the ara 
The cook Dave Jones invited us to steak dinner 


tonight. It is Seth Hawthorne's birthday, besides 


being the 4th o eile 
July 5, 1978 

| Spent two hours with Vern Hawthorne going over the 
Station and discussing future plans and needs for 


improvement and expansion. Main job at the moment is 


rebuilding the water control structures above and 
below the underwater observation tank. This wi be 


done this fall, hopefully. Next we have enough money 


to put a new floor in the Johnson cabin and to buy 


wall paneling for Vern to install in the dining room 
his winte hen we! ee where we are financia 


Howard Leviton reports that he caught and marked 


3 chickarees his first day of trapping. Pretty good ! 
Worked all afternoon on Hal Salwasser's thesis. 


Dinner at Hawthornes. 
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Sherman Chickering ranch, Soda Springs, American 
River. 


July 6, 1978 


Packed up ou gea > agehen and osed he a2 eeiean 
Did a bit of shopping in Truckee and had lunch before | 
heading for Soda Springs. Arrived there at 2:30 PM. 


Sherman put us up in the big old Chickering mansion, 


since his guest quarters were out of commission -- the 
heavy snow had crushed the porch and severed the plumbinc | 
Another guest, Eleanor B. and her son Max were in the 


Mark Hopkins cabin. 


Started to rain and hail about supper time and some 
lively lightning with it. Kept storming half the 


night and enough water fell to raise the level of the 


river considerabl 


cuilyed, 1978 


After breakfast | set out to fish the American River 


above the falls. Worked my way up for four hours 
without catching a fish big enough to eat. The high 


flow and low temperature (still lots of snow melt) 


Pune cmthiceerOouleO hitmellecult Cilnaglyeatmcer Mero mle 
Or so above the Bailey property. 


When | started out this morning | encountered a fine 


h-point buck just above the Alan Chickering house. 
Also a small doe. Saw deer tracks all day but no more 


animals. 
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Snowflowers are in full bloom but there aren't 


many of them. | photographed one with a swallowtail 


butterfly clinging to the spike. 
In the evening | read Robert Lexalt's biography of 
his father, the old Basque sheep-herder. 


July 8, 1978 my 
Paeked upgand eft Soda Springs at 9:30. It takes) | 


me about an hour to drive out to the highway at Norden. 


Saw a deer close to The Cedars and several chickarees 


along the way. Home about 1:30 PM. 
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Madison Fork Ranch - June 23-28, 1979 
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Cinquefoil Potentilla gracilis ie. 

Sugarbowl Clematis hirsutissima 

Field chickweed Cerastium arvense ae 

White Phlox Phlox multiflora 

Draba | Draba reptans (7?) ee 

Penstemon Penstemon procerus (7?) ae 

Woolly yellow daisy Eriphyllum lanatum 

Bluebonnet Lupinus sericeus aaa 

Larkspur Dalphinium velsoni 

W. fringed gentian Gentiana thermalis ee 

Yellow monkeyflower Mimulus guttatus Dicied 

Elephanthead Pediculacis groenlandiea 

Fernleaf P, bracteosa —- 

False hellebore Veratruns viride Le 

Blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium sarmunthosum 

American bistort Polygonum bistortoides — 

Geranium . Geranium richardsonii 

Green gentksan Grasera speciosa ae 

Pussytoes Antennaria rosea leon aa 
: Smilacina rocemosa 

Locoweed Astragalus purshii a 

Paintbrush Castilleja miniata 

Arnica Arnica cordifolia eal 

Bog Orchid Habenaria | aoe 


Umbrella plant Eriogonum 
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